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A new future for regional university education  
 
 
The governing Councils of the University of Ballarat and Monash University have decided 
to proceed with the proposal for the Monash Gippsland campus to join forces with the 
University of Ballarat to form an expanded, regionally focused university from 1 January 
2014. 
 
“In February, the two universities announced that they would undertake extensive 
consultation and due diligence process to determine the viability of this proposal,” 
Dr Paul Hemming, Chancellor of the University of Ballarat, said. 
 
“It was well known that Monash University had been looking at ways to enable the 
Gippsland campus to better meet the needs of its communities, including improving 
university participation rates regionally.   
 
“Towards the end of 2012 the suggestion emerged to join the Gippsland campus with the 
University of Ballarat to form an expanded regional university. This flowed from the shared 
desire of the two universities to improve the delivery of regional higher education.” 
 
The Victorian Minister for Higher Education and Skills, The Hon. Peter Hall, MLC, has 
offered his in-principle support for the proposition, which he said would benefit students 
across the state, giving them access to a wider range of courses and to support services 
that are tailored to the needs of regional students. 
 
“Importantly, this initiative would bring together the skills and expertise developed in 
Gippsland, Ballarat and the Western regions of Victoria to further benefit these and other 
regional communities,” Professor David Battersby, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Ballarat, said.   
 
It would support the economic development of regional Victoria in the years ahead by 
ensuring there is a thriving, broad-based, regional university that facilitates learning 
through education and research, and which provides the foundation for regional growth 
and competitiveness. 
 
“Now that the governing Councils of both universities have taken the decision to proceed, 
our efforts will move to seeking the necessary formal approvals from the Victorian and 
Commonwealth Governments and to detailed implementation planning and activity,” Dr 
Hemming said.    
 
State Government approval will be sought for changes to the University of Ballarat Act to 
reflect the enlarged scope of the university, including a new name for the university. 
 
“Consent will also be required from the Federal Government and from the Tertiary 
Education Quality Standards Agency (TEQSA).  While these approvals are being 
obtained, implementation planning will now get underway.  
 



“This new arrangement, once approved, will offer more students the opportunity to 
undertake their studies locally,” Professor Battersby said. 
 
“It holds great potential to develop new ways of delivering courses that better suit regional 
communities including better and closer connections with other regional education 
providers especially TAFE Institutes.” 
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