
 

 
          29 January 2013  
 

INCONSISTENCY IN UNIVERSITY FUNDING RESPONSE – ATN   
 

The Government’s response to a comprehensive review of university funding is inconsistent with 
findings outlined in three of its own commissioned reports which examine workforce demand, the 
future of the manufacturing sector and strengthening ties with the Asian region. 
 
Chair of the Australian Technology Network of Universities (ATN) and Vice Chancellor, Curtin 
University, Professor Jeanette Hacket said the Government’s response also fails to recognise that the 
Base Funding Review was not just about dollars - but the underlying principles that support a 
sustainable future for universities. 
 
The Terms of Reference clearly state that  the review was to ‘ensure that funding levels remain 

internationally competitive and appropriate for the sector, together with work on options for 

achieving a more rational and consistent sharing of costs between students and across discipline 

clusters as recommended by the Bradley Review.’  

“The Government’s response basically accomplishes very little of the above,” Professor Hacket said.  

“The challenge for the Government was always going to be determining priorities for funding in 

what are difficult budget circumstances.  Notwithstanding the Government’s previous commitments 

including indexation, there is an inconsistency in the Government’s rhetoric and reports 

commissioned by the Government which highlight the necessity for a well-funded, sustainable 

university sector.  

“The Asian Century White Paper, for example, has a heavy focus on the role of universities in 

delivering greater strength to our ties in the region – however without prioritisation and funding the 

objectives outlined in the paper cannot be implemented. 

“Similarly, the Prime Minister’s National Panel for Economic Reform met for the first time today – 

charged with looking at reforms which support long-term productivity. Top of the agenda is the role 

of the skills and education system in preparing Australians ‘so they can contribute at the workplace 

and deliver against the needs of the economy, as well as on how to promote innovative and 

productive workplaces.’ 

“This is core business for our universities. For too long Australia, and its Governments, have seen the 

higher education sector as just that - a standalone sector. It is far from that. It is a key part of 

delivering much-needed increased productivity for the nation as a partner of industry and business.  

“This is a missed opportunity - even acknowledging previous funding commitments - that indicates a 
failure to recognise the critical link between national economic growth and prosperity and   a well-
funded university sector.”  
 
Further information: Vicki Thomson – 0417 808 472 



 

 
 
 


