
of partnerships, with some Government 
support for our students, offer quality 
opportunities for ATN students.

While Australia can, at present, rely on 
bringing the skills of our academics to 
partnerships, while other partners contribute 
financial resources, we believe this will not 
be a sustainable strategy into a future where 
greater reciprocity is needed.

Measuring & Managing Research 
Performance Strategic Planning for 
Research Training, Global Engage-
ment & Workforce Sustainability
24th & 25th July 2012 CQ Func-
tions, Melbourne
http://uniresearchinnovation.
com/
$100 discount off today’s rate for 
ATN members!

ATN Supports Development 
of International Education Strategy
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In the international marketplace, competition is 
high, and we believe it is critical that Australia 
actively forges its international relationships 
and reputation. We’re not alone. Recent 
financial circumstances have encouraged more 
universities in developed countries, including 
US universities, to grow their international 
recruitment. 

The shift in the international student market is 
profound. There are now many more countries 
competing for international students, and 
countries that were traditionally the sources 
for international students are now themselves 
becoming active international recruiters. These 
countries include China, South Korea and 
Mexico.

The ATN maintains that a more active promotion 
of Australia in international education is needed, 
with suggestions that there is an evident need 
for a body (established in a model akin to 
Tourism Australia) that could offer both taxpayer 
funded and subscription services. Consideration 
should also be given to the appointment of 
a junior minister or parliamentary secretary 
for International Education, who could be 
responsible for such a body.

At present, Australia’s international engagement 
is primarily one directional, and the ATN 
advocates for greater funding investment by 
Commonwealth and State governments to 
facilitate international research collaborations 
and enhanced opportunities for Australian 
academics and students to have international 
engagement in education and research. 

The ATN recently made arrangements with 
Brazilian government agencies for Brazilian 
undergraduate and postgraduate students to 
study in Australia. Brazil would like Australian 
students to study with them, and offers 
free university education for domestic and 
international students.  We believe these kinds 

The ATN believes that growing Government 
investment in Australian universities and 
the fostering of productive international 
partnerships are crucial to a quality 
education system in Australia, which can 
then serve the needs of the Australian 
community as well as successfully navigate 
the changing nature and increased 
competition Australia faces in the 
international education marketplace. 

We welcome the announcement by the Hon 
Chris Evans, Minister for Tertiary Education, 
Skills, Science and Research, that he, with 
advice from the International Education 
Advisory Council (IEAC), is developing an 
International Education Strategy. Michael 
Chaney AO, as Chair of the IEAC, has led 
consultations around Australia. 

The ATN recognises 
the valuable role 
international partnerships 
and a strong international 
presence holds for the 
future of our Australian 
universities. 
In its recent submission to the IEAC, the ATN 
advocates for:

 national promotion of international   
 education

 to undertake international research   
 collaborations 

 greater international engagement.

Michael Chaney AO, 
who is chairing the International 
Education Advisory Council
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ATN Universities have been 
successful in securing funding 
under the Australia-China Fund 
Group Missions project. Group 
Missions are visits by Austral-
ian groups to China or Chinese 
groups to Australia, to achieve 
specific purposes related to 
research and research-driven 
innovation. 

With a focus on early- and 
mid-career researcher exchange 
programs, workshops, second-
ments and industry led missions, 
successful ATN projects include 
the following:

 RMIT University and the   
 Beijing General Institute   

 of Mining and Metallurgy   
 on mineral processing   
 technologies

 Peking University in the field of  
 requirements engineering for IT  
 services

 Beijing  Jiaotong University  
 and QUT, together with   
 the China Software Industry   
 Association, to build   
 Australia-China research-  
 industry collaboration in service  
 and process innovation

 UNISA and Renmin University  
 to advance rural Australia   
 and China community enterprise  
 development, through connected  
 infrastructure systems.

ATN Secures Funds to Forge 
Chinese Collaborations

IDTC Student Feeds Career Skills 
and Possibly Future Generations
Wanting to continue his research, 
but seeking a PhD that would 
satisfy both his practical and 
professional training needs, 
Josh Chopin joined the IDTC 
PhD programme following 
the completion of his Bachelor 
of Mathematical Sciences 
(Optimisation), with Honours in 
Applied and Industrial Mathematics, 
at the University of South Australia. 

“When my Honours year had 
finished I was still enjoying research 
enough to warrant going back and 
doing a PhD.  There were a few 
options available at the university, 
but the IDTC programme that had 
been advertised looked interesting.”

Part of the appeal for Josh was the 
chance to gain both practical and 
professional skills, while furthering 

his research. Much 
to his satisfaction, 
he is able to 
achieve all this and 
more.

“In my project we 
are working toward 
developing or 
refining mathematical methods for 
automatically measuring aspects of 
growth of large numbers of cereal 
plants.”

“I’ve really enjoyed being involved 
in a somewhat multi-disciplinary 
project. Using maths to solve a 
problem that faces a primarily 
biological industry has not only 
expanded my knowledge base but 
has introduced me to the way that 
problem solving by researchers can 
directly benefit industry.”

ATN ACHIEVEMENTS
Rare Honour Bestowed upon 
Curtin Professor Curtin University’s 
Professor Charles Watson has been awarded 
the degree of Doctor of Science (DSc) by The 
University of Sydney, a degree rarely awarded, 
and given in recognition of a large body of 
research done in a particular field. 

Professor Watson is a John Curtin Distinguished 
Professor and was awarded the DSc for his thesis, 
Brain Mapping, which consisted of a book and 
selected papers and book chapters from various 
stages of his more than 40-year career. 

His research is in the field of neuroanatomy, and 
he is widely known for his atlas on the mapping 
of the rat brain, which has become the most 
important anatomical tool in neuroscience and 
the most cited work in the field, cited incredibly 
more than 56,000 times. 

The ATN would like to congratulate Professor 
Watson for his outstanding achievement and 
commendable contribution to his field.

For further information, please visit: http://
news.curtin.edu.au/media-releases/
curtin-professor-awarded-rare-
recognition/

QUT Professor Given Key 
Role in NSW’s Creative Future 
Professor Stuart Cunningham, a distinguished 
professor of Media and Communications 
at QUT and Director of the ARC Centre 
of Excellence for Creative Industries and 
Innovation (CCI), has been appointed to a 
new industry-led body to support growth, 
innovation and productivity in the creative 
industries sector in New South Wales. 

He will join other industry leaders in fashion, 
publishing, advertising, and film and 
television on the NSW government’s Creative 
Industries Taskforce to identify industry-led 
initiatives and government actions for a 
10-year development strategy to support the 
state’s creative industries. 

For further information please visit: http://
www.qut.edu.au/creative-industries/
about-the-faculty/news/news?news-
id=46458

ATN Members Awarded 2012 
OLT Fellowships and Grants 
Amongst the recent Fellowships and Grants 
from the Office for Learning and Teaching 
were two Fellowships for ATN academics and 
involvement in six projects or in almost 40% 
of the $2.7M of grant funding for projects. 

Fellowships were won by Associate Professor 
Carmela Briguglio of the Curtin Business 
School for Embedding English language 
development into the disciplines, and by 
Associate Professor Margaret Lloyd School of 
Maths Science and Technology Education for 
Finding the balance: managing tensions and 
synergies in whole-of-course degree.

In addition, Curtin University is leading two 
successful grant funded projects in Health 
Sciences and Interior Architecture, while 
QUT is the lead university in a project in 
the creative practice disciplines, and UniSA 
the leader in a project addressing resource 
sharing in regional higher education and TAFE 
institutions.

For more information and the latest 
announcements, please visit: http://www.
olt.gov.au
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The Australian Technology Network welcomes 
the signing of a strategic partnership agreement 
between Brazil’s President Dilma Rousseff and 
Australia’s Prime Minister Julia Gillard. This 
agreement, along with the recent agreements 
signed by the ATN, is significant in strengthening 
relationships between students, academics, 
universities and industries in both countries. 

According to the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade website: ‘[i]n June 2012, Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard and Brazil President Dilma Rousseff agreed 
to elevate the bilateral relationship to a “Strategic 
Partnership” including a commitment to an annual 
leaders’ meeting and a strategic dialogue.’

In May, the ATN entered into two specific 
agreements with Brazilian Federal Government 
Agencies—Federal Agency of Support and 
Evaluation of Postgraduate Education (CAPES) and 
the National Council of Technological and Scientific 
Development (CNPq)—intended to deliver wide-
ranging research cooperation as well as increase 
the number of Brazilian students choosing to study 
in Australia. 

The ATN argued in its response to the Discussion 
Paper for the Development of an International 
Education Strategy for Australia that Australian 
Government support is needed to ensure there 

is greater reciprocity in our education partner 
relationships. 

Towards this, ATN is pleased that an Agreement on 
Cooperation on Science, Technology and Innovation 
between Australia and Brazil is to be signed, to 
support and enhance collaboration between 
research institutions and industries from both 
countries. It is hoped that the Agreement with Brazil 
will reflect existing models of collaboration, such as 
the Australia-India Strategic Research Fund. 

In discussions with Government agencies and 
universities in Brazil, the ATN identified further 
opportunities for research investment and 
collaboration with Brazilian universities and 
research agencies, in fields highlighted by the Prime 
Minister and President, such as renewable energy, 
biofuels and mining. 

The ATN Chair, Professor Jeanette Hacket, will lead 
a delegation to Brazil in October 2012. 
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Political Leaders Join ATN in Fostering 
Australia-Brazil Partnership

UPCOMING 
CONFERENCES

UPCOMING 
CONFERENCES

UPCOMING 
CONFERENCES

24-25 July 2012
Measuring & Managing Research 
Performance: Strategic Planning 
for Research Training, Global 
Engagement & Workforce 
Sustainability will be held at CQ 
Functions, Melbourne

For the full speaker line-up and 
conference agenda visit: http://
uniresearchinnovation.com/

ATN and Criterion Conferences are 
pleased to offer ATN members an 
exclusive $100 discount off today’s 
conference rate.

For more information or to 
register contact Criterion 
Conferences on 1300 316 
882, email registration@
criterionconferences.com or 
register online in a few easy 
steps. Don’t forget to quote your 
discount code CC*ATN when registering 
to receive your $100 discount.

27–28 September 2012
The 4th Annual Social Inclusion in 
Education Conference will be held at 
the Novotel Melbourne. 

Members of the ATN are entitled to 
an exclusive 10% discount.

To register for the event and redeem 
your discount, register online via 
the secure server on this unique 
link www.informa.com.au/
socialinclusion/atn

To find out more information visit:

http://www.informa.com.
au/conferences/education/
social-inclusion-in-education-
conference

10-11 October 2012
World Performing Universities 
Conference Innovation & 
Internationalisation in a New Asia Era 
will be held at the Grand Copthorne 
Waterfront Hotel, Singapore

ATN and Criterion Conferences are 
pleased to offer ATN members an 
exclusive $100 discount off today’s 
conference rate.

For the full speaker line-up and 
conference agenda visit http://
worldclassuniversities.com/

For more information or to 
register contact Criterion 
Conferences on 1300 316 
882, email registration@
criterionconferences.com or 
register online in a few easy 
steps. Don’t forget to quote your 
discount code CC*ATN when registering 
to receive your $100 discount.
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World-leading Facilities Enable Key 
Industry and Research Collaboration

Established under the National Collaborative 
Research Infrastructure Strategy, the Australian 
National Fabrication Facility (ANFF) links eight 
university-based nodes to provide researchers and 
industry with access to state-of-the-art fabrication 
facilities.

Each node provides their facilities on an open 
access basis, enabling researchers to engage in 
interdisciplinary research across the following fields:

In South Australia, the ANFF-SA facility is head 
quartered at the world-renowned Ian Wark Research 
Institute (The WarkTM) with other facilities at 
Flinders University. The node is focused on the design 
and fabrication of microfluidic chips and micro 
engineered structures, which are tailored to the 
needs of the client. Coupling microchannel surface 
chemistry and the latest fabrication tools allows the 
production of next-generation microfluidic devices 
with enhanced performance.

The node provides access to three main capabilities:

1. Microfluidic Fabrication Facility for prototyping   
 and replication of channels and networks at the   
 micro-scale. 

2. Surface Treatment Facility for chemical    
 and physical surface functionalisation to tailor   
 microfluidic devices and various other surfaces for  
 end user applications. 

3. Patterning and Texturing Facility to    
 couple lithographic and direct write techniques   
 depending on end user applications. 

Researchers from academia or industry are able to 
either work at the node under expert guidance or to 
contract for specialised products to be fabricated at 
a reasonable cost.

ANFF nodes draw on existing infrastructure and 
expertise, providing a critical mass of capabilities 
in their respective specialisations. The ANFF facility 
portfolio consists of over 500 instruments valued at 
over $200m.

ADIDAS SEEKS 
RMIT ALLIANCE 
TO ACHIEVE 
SUSTAINABLE 
FUTURE

CONTACT US

RMIT is undertaking 
research with sports 
apparel giant Adidas 
to develop sustainable 
manufacturing practices, 
focusing on the company’s 
supply chain. 

According to Professor 
Aleksandar Subic: ‘The 
objective of the alliance 
is to help Adidas achieve 
excellence in sustainable 
manufacturing of sports 
apparel and footwear 
across its business, starting 
with Indonesia. RMIT 
researchers will investigate 
trends in sports technology 
and methods to reduce 
energy consumption, water 
use, waste and emissions’. 

Professor Aleksandar Subic 
is the project leader and 
head of the School of 
Aerospace, Mechanical and 
Manufacturing Engineering 
at RMIT.

For further information 
please visit: Austrade

Member Universites
>  University of South Australia
>  Curtin University
>  University of Technology, Sydney

>  Queensland University  
     of Technology
>  RMIT University

GPO Box 2471, Adelaide SA 5001
P (08) 8302 9135  F (08) 8302 0943
E info@atn.edu.au      @ATNUnis


